
THEISM 
Naturalism…Postmodernism…Theism 



THEISM 

Theism (thee-iz-uhm) 
 
The belief in an eternal, supreme, divine 
creator of all things that reveals himself to 
creation. 
 
 

 
 



THEISM 

Worldview Questions 
 

•What is prime reality? 
•How do we know what is real? 
•What is a human being? 
•What are the chief problems facing humanity? 
•What is salvation and how is it achieved? 
•What is right and wrong? 

 
 
 



THEISM 

What is prime reality? 
 
• God and all things supernatural and immaterial 
 
• Creation and all things natural and material 

 
• The interaction of the supernatural and natural, 

the material and the immaterial 
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THEISM 

How do we know what is real? 
 
• We can know what is real because God makes 

reality knowable to humanity.   We may discover 
what is real through reason (naturalism) or 
through our culture (postmodernism), but 
ultimately we can only discover anything because 
God has made it knowable (theism). 



THEISM 

We must not argue as though we can already know a 
great deal about nature … We must rather reason that 
unless God exists as ultimate, as self-subsistent, we 
could not even know anything; we could not even 
reason that God must exist, nor could we even ask a 
question about God. 

Cornelius Van Til  
An Introduction to Systematic Theology 



THEISM 

How do we know what is real? 
 
• In addition to learning about what is real through 

the reason God has given us and the culture God 
has placed us in, God also may let us know what is 
real through direct revelation. 
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The Nativity Story 
2006 



THEISM 

How do we know what is real? 
 
• Many theists also believe that we can know what 

is real because God has left a written record that 
gives testimony of what is real. 
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THEISM 

How do we know what is real? 
 
• We can know what is real by corroborating what 

has been revealed by God with observation and 
experience. 



THEISM 

That which was from the beginning, which we 
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked at and our hands have 
touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of 
life.  

1 John 1:1 



THEISM 

You may say to yourselves, “How can we know 
when a message has not been spoken by the 
LORD?” If what a prophet proclaims in the name of 
the LORD does not take place or come true, that is 
a message the LORD has not spoken. That prophet 
has spoken presumptuously. Do not be afraid of 
him. 

Deuteronomy 18:21-22 



THEISM 

How do we know what is real? 
 
• Theists do not believe that reality is socially 

constructed.  Thus, they do not see reality resting 
on community belief but on universal truth. 
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But those who are bent on denying the truth and 
giving the lie to Our messages—they are destined 
for the fire, and therein shall they abide.  
 

Sura 2:39 
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“Christianity contends that revelational truth is 
intelligible, expressible in valid propositions, and 
universally communicable.  Christianity does not 
profess to communicate a meaning that is significant 
only within a particular community or culture.  It 
expects men of all cultures and nations to comprehend 
its claims about God and insists that men everywhere 
ought to acknowledge and appropriate them.” 

Carl F.H. Henry 
God, Revelation, and Authority 

 



THEISM 

How do we know what is real? 
 
• Theists understand that although humans cannot 

know things exhaustively or perfectly and are 
affected by their limited cultural perspective 
nonetheless there is a reality that human beings 
can know with confidence. 
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What is a human being? 
 
• A human being is a creature whose origin is in the 

creative work of God.   A human being is not a 
creature that is formed from an endless string of 
random natural processes. 
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THEISM 

What is a human being? 
 
• A human being is made up of the material (body) 

and the immaterial (spirit/soul/mind) 
 



THEISM 

“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul.  Rather be afraid of the one 
who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” 

 
Jesus 

Matthew 10:28 
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Then He fashioned him in due proportion, and breathed 
into him the soul ; and He gave you hearing , sight  and 
hearts. Little is the thanks you give!  And they say: 
“When we are (dead and become) lost in the earth, shall 
we indeed be created anew?” Nay, but they deny the 
Meeting with their Lord! Say: “The angel of death, who 
is set over you, will take your souls. Then you shall be 
brought to your Lord.” 

Sura 32:9-11 



THEISM 

What is a human being? 
 
• A human being is made with an ability to respond 

to God positively or negatively.  That is, a human 
being has free will. 



THEISM 

What is a human being? 
 
• A human being is a rational being whose reason 

has been given to understand the revelation of 
God whether it is in creation or in his written 
revelation. 



THEISM 

What is a human being? 
 
• A human being is a creature that lives eternally 

after death 



THEISM 

What are the chief problems facing 
humanity? 
 
• Humanity does not walk in the way that God has 

revealed for men and women to live. 

• Spiraling decadence and broken human 
relationships 

 
 





THEISM 

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all 
the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the 
truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about 
God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to 
them…They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and 
worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—
who is forever praised. Amen. Because of this, God gave them 
over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural 
relations for unnatural ones.  

Romans 1:18-19, 25-26 

 
 



THEISM 

What are the chief problems facing 
humanity? 
 
• The displeasure of God in the here and now 

• A destiny of hell if not made right with God 

 
 



THEISM 

This is how it will be at the end of the age. The 
angels will come and separate the wicked from the 
righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

Matthew 13:49-50 



THEISM 

If they who are bent on evildoing could but see -- as 
see they will when they are made to suffer -- that all 
might belong to God alone, and that God is severe 
in punishment! 

Sura 2:165b 



THEISM 

What are the chief problems facing 
humanity? 
 
• Oppression by spiritual powers who seek to turn the 

hearts and behavior of humans from God and truth 

 
 



THEISM 

 
 

“Surely you know that if a man 
can’t be cured of churchgoing, 
the next best thing is to send 
him all over the neighbourhood 
looking for the church that 
‘suits’ him until he becomes a 
taster or connoisseur of 
churches… The search for a 
‘suitable’ church makes the 
man a critic where the Enemy 
wants him to be a pupil.” 

Screwtape Letters 
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What are the chief problems 
facing humanity? 
 
• For Christian theists, there is also 

the added problem that 
humanity has been marred by its 
disobedience to God and thus is 
incapable of escaping the other 
problems on its own. 

 
 



THEISM 

What is salvation and how is it achieved? 
 
• Salvation is being released from the oppression of 

evil  



THEISM 

What is salvation and how is it achieved? 
 
• Salvation is being released from the oppression of 

evil  

• Salvation is the ability to walk in righteousness 
towards God and fellow man 



THEISM 

What is salvation and how is it achieved? 
 
• Salvation is being released from the oppression of 

evil  

• Salvation is the ability to walk in righteousness 
towards God and fellow man 

• Salvation is eternal life with God 



THEISM 

What is salvation and how is it achieved? 
 
• For nearly all theists, salvation is something that is 

the sovereign choice of God.  That is, he decides 
who is saved and the means for salvation and 
humanity does not. 



THEISM 

What is salvation and how is it achieved? 
 
• For Jewish and Muslim theists as well as many Catholic 

theists, God normatively saves those who meet up to 
God’s behavioral and religious standards. 
 

• For the evangelical Christian theist, God normatively saves 
those who respond in faith to the undeserved mercy and 
work of God in Christ.   



THEISM 

What is right and wrong? 
 
• Right and wrong are what God declares to be right 

and wrong.  The “oughts” of humanity are what 
God declares true and good and praiseworthy. 
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What is right and wrong? 
 
• What God declares to be right and wrong can be 

boiled down to love and obey God with all you 
have and love your neighbor as yourself, but how 
we do this is guided by what God has revealed 
about how we should love him and others. 

 



THEISM 

What is right and wrong? 
 
• Because theists believe that right and wrong is 

determined by what God desires, morality for the 
theist is never reduced to social utilitarianism (the 
greatest good for the greatest number), nor to the 
idea that one can do whatever makes them happy 
as long as it doesn’t hurt someone else. 
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“Shortcomings” of Theism 
 

1. Theism cannot prove whose revelation of God is 
the one to believe as truth.  In other words, if 
theism is true, how can one substantiate 
whether the Old Testament (Jews), the whole 
Bible (Christians), or the Qur’an is God’s 
revelation (Muslims)? 



THEISM 

Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It 
comes from him who sent me.  If anyone chooses to 
do God’s will, he will find out whether my teaching 
comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 
 

John 7:16-17 



THEISM 

“Shortcomings” of Theism 
 

2. Theism says humans have an immaterial mind 
and will, but if so why is it that someone’s 
rational and willful activity are impaired when 
the physical brain is damaged? Doesn’t this 
prove that the will and the mind are just part of 
the physical brain and not something 
immaterial?  
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“Shortcomings” of Theism 
 

3. Theism does not answer the question: If there is 
an all powerful, all knowing God, why is there 
evil? 
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• You’ve been on my mind all day. That's why 
I bought you these flowers.  

• Why don't we go to the mall, didn't you 
want some shoes?  

• You know honey, why don't you just relax 
and let me make dinner tonight.  

• The ball game is not that important, I'd 
rather spend time with you.  

• You know, I think it's really important that 
we talk about our relationship. 

Mr. Wonderful Doll 
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“Shortcomings” of Theism 
 

4. Theism ignores modern science and posits God 
as the creator when the universe can be 
explained to exist by natural forces. 



THEISM 

“I believe the universe is 
governed by the laws of 
science…The laws may have 
been decreed by God, but 
God does not intervene to 
break the laws.“ 
 

Stephen Hawking 
August 2008  
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Positive Contributions of Theism 
 

1. Whereas naturalism has to explain away 
“apparent design,” theism easily explains design 
in the universe. 
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“If a watch proves the 
existence of a 
watchmaker but the 
universe does not prove 
the existence of a great 
architect, then I consent 
to be called a fool.”  Voltaire 
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Positive Contributions of Theism 
 

2. Unlike postmodernism, theism allows for 
individuals and cultures to be reformed without 
the use of power or environmental 
manipulation.  It provides a universal reason for 
justice and mercy that is not tied to culture. 
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Birmingham, Alabama  
Civil Rights Marchers 
Charles Moore, 1963 



THEISM 

“That’s the smell of death, slow 
painful death.  Breathe it in.  
Breathe it deeply.  Take away 
those handkerchiefs from your 
noses. There now.  Remember 
that smell.  Remember the 
Madagascar.  Remember that 
God made men equal” 

William Wilberforce 
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Positive Contributions of Theism 
 

3. Theism is not philosophically self-defeating like 
naturalism and postmodernism.   In other words 
acceptance of reason is coherent in theism. 
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Positive Contributions of Theism 
 

4. Theism does not arbitrarily define personhood.  
It bases personhood on the value God gives to 
human life and not any measure of capacity. 
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“I use the term “person” to 
refer to a being who is capable 
of anticipating the future, of 
having wants and desires for 
the future…Newborn human 
babies have no sense of their 
own existence over time. So 
killing a newborn baby is never 
equivalent to killing a person, 
that is, a being who wants to go 
on living.” 

Peter Singer 



THEISM 

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Mississippi:  

SECTION 1. Article III of the constitution of 
the state of Mississippi is hereby amended BY THE 
ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION TO READ:  

SECTION 33. Person defined. As used in this Article III of the 
state constitution, “The term ‘person’ or ‘persons’ shall 
include every human being from the moment of fertilization, 
cloning or the functional equivalent thereof. 
 
MS 26 
November 8, 2011  
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Positive Contributions of Theism 
 

5. Theism gives hope that in the midst of suffering 
and evil there will be ultimate justice for all. 
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Positive Contributions of Theism 
 

6. Christian theism provides us with a coherent 
reason to love, a basis for joy, and the 
recognition of true beauty. 
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Positive Contributions of Theism 
 

7. Christian theism, in its belief of the soul, 
provides a reasonable understanding of the 
locus of personal identity, purpose, and the 
experience of the senses. 


