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Worldview (wûrld-vyōō) 
 
The set of fundamental (sometimes 
unconscious) beliefs that provide the 
foundation on which we live and have our 
being.  A worldview is the bent of our heart 
and mind that shapes what we perceive to be 
real, true, good, and beautiful.   
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Worldview Questions 
 

•What is prime reality? 
•How do we know what is real? 
•What is a human being? 
•What are the chief problems facing humanity? 
•What is salvation and how is it achieved? 
•What is right and wrong? 
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What is prime reality? 
 
Nature 

• Matter, Space, Time, Energy 
• Natural Laws:  Gravity, Speed of Light, Etc. 

 
Nature is: 

• Self-existing.  It was not created. 
• A closed system.  There is nothing else. 
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“Naturalism is simply the understanding that there 
exists a single, natural, physical world or universe... 
There are not two different worlds, the 
supernatural and natural.” 
 

Thomas W. Clark 
Center for Naturalism 
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Awakenings 
Robin Williams 
as Dr. Malcolm Sayer 
 
“That’s the periodic table of 
elements…It’s wonderful really.  It’s 
the universe at its essence.  Every 
element has its place in that order.  
You can’t change that.  They’re 
secure.  No matter what” 
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How can we know what is real and true? 
 
• We can know what is real because evolution has 

given humans the capacity to objectively observe 
and reason 

 
• We can know what is real through science (and 

only science), because it is the only objective 
means for us to know what is real and true  
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“In the dimension of describing and explaining the 
world, science is the measure of all things, of what 
is that it is, and of what is not that it is not.”  
 

Wilfred Sellars, 1912-1989 
American philosopher 
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May 2, 1999 June 25, 2011 
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What is a human being? 
 
•A complex combination of matter 

•A being without a soul or a mind 

•A fully caused entity 

•A being without freewill 

•A finite being who ceases to exist at death 



NATURALISM 

“Postgenderists argue that gender is an arbitrary 
and unnecessary limitation on human potential, 
and foresee the elimination of involuntary 
biological and psychological gendering in the 
human species.” 
 

George Dvorsky & James Hughes 
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What are the chief problems facing 
humanity? 
 
• Anything that impacts quality of physical life 

(survival, longevity, physical and mental vitality) 

• Anything that poses a threat to science and reason 

 



Sam Harris 
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Everyone recognizes that to rely upon faith to 
decide specific questions of historical fact is 
ridiculous …While believing strongly, without 
evidence, is considered a mark of madness or 
stupidity in any other area of our lives, faith in God 
still holds immense prestige in our society.” 

Sam Harris 
Letter to a Christian Nation 
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What is salvation and how is it achieved? 
 
• Salvation is ridding ourselves of the causes that 

negatively impact quality of life.  This is achieved 
through the manipulation of such things as: 

 
Body chemistry 

Social inputs 

Environmental elements 
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“Using our technology wisely, we can control our 
environment, conquer poverty, markedly reduce 
disease, extend our life span, significantly modify 
our behavior, alter the course of human evolution 
and cultural development, unlock vast new powers, 
and provide humankind with unparalleled 
opportunity for achieving an abundant meaningful 
life.” 

Humanist Manifesto II (1973) 
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What is salvation and how is it achieved? 
 
• Salvation is the dismantling of anything that 

gets in the way of science and reason.  Religion 
is considered to be the greatest obstacle. 
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They see.  
 Why would they need dogma? 
Everything is present.   
 Why would they need hope? 
They live in eternity.   
 Why would they need to wait for it?  
 

Andre Comte-Sponville 
The Little Book of Atheist Spirituality 
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Imagine there's no Heaven  
It's easy if you try  
No hell below us  
Above us only sky  
Imagine all the people  
Living for today  
 
Imagine there's no countries  
It isn't hard to do  
Nothing to kill or die for  
And no religion too  
Imagine all the people  
Living life in peace  
 
 

John Lennon 
“Imagine” 
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You may say that I'm a dreamer  
But I'm not the only one  
I hope someday you'll join us  
And the world will be as one  
 
Imagine no possessions  
I wonder if you can  
No need for greed or hunger  
A brotherhood of man  
Imagine all the people  
Sharing all the world  
 
 
 

John Lennon 
“Imagine” 
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Imagine there's no Heaven  
It's easy if you try  
No hell below us  
Above us only sky  
Imagine all the people  
Living for today  
 
Imagine there's no countries  
It isn't hard to do  
Nothing to kill or die for  
And no religion too  
Imagine all the people  
Living life in peace  
 
 

John Lennon 
“Imagine” 
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What is right and wrong? 
 
Naturalists do not believe in any supernatural 
entity; thus there is no standard of right and wrong 
decreed from any source outside matter and 
humanity.  Generally they view morality in one of 
three ways… 
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What is right and wrong? 
 

1) Some naturalists regard morality as an 
evolutionary development.  Those with certain 
codes of conduct survived better than others.  
Any current code of conduct should thus only be 
evaluated on its ability to create a better quality 
of life. 
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“Morality is a biological adaptation no less than are 
hands and feet and teeth…ethics is illusory…  
Morality is just an aid to survival and 
reproduction…and any deeper meaning is illusory.”  

Michael Ruse 
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What is right and wrong? 
 

2) Other naturalists believe that a naturalist 
worldview logically promotes an ethic of 
compassion and empathy.  Because all are 
caused creatures and really have no control over 
behavior, the rational response of a naturalist to 
the plight of others is a compassionate attempt 
to alter causes. 



NATURALISM 

What is right and wrong? 
 

3) Still other naturalists believe that any person’s 
behavior is as valid as any other’s because if we 
are fully caused entities we really can’t keep 
ourselves from doing anything other than what 
we do. 
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• Murdered 17 men 
and boys between 
1978 and 1991 

• Necrophiliac 

• Cannibal 

Jeffrey Dahmer 
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“I always believed…we all just came from slime and 
we died.  That was it.  There was nothing. The whole 
theory cheapens life…If a person doesn’t think that 
there is a God to be accountable to, then what’s the 
point of trying to modify your behavior to keep it 
within acceptable ranges?  That’s how I thought 
anyway.” 

Jeffrey Dahmer 
Stone Phillips Interview 
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Positive Contributions of Naturalism 
 
1) Naturalism recognizes the value of science 
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Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things 
that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed 
down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses 
and servants of the word. Therefore, since I myself have 
carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it 
seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, 
most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the 
certainty of the things you have been taught.  

Luke 1:1-4 
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Positive Contributions of Naturalism 
 
1) Naturalism recognizes the value of science 

2) Naturalism recognizes the importance of reason 
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Positive Contributions of Naturalism 
 
1) Naturalism recognizes the value of science 

2) Naturalism recognizes the importance of reason 

3) Naturalism seeks to solve problems that impact 
humanity 



Using Reason & Science to Impact Quality of Life 
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Positive Contributions of Naturalism 
 
1) Naturalism recognizes the value of science 

2) Naturalism recognizes the importance of reason 

3) Naturalism seeks to solve problems that impact 
humanity 
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The Main Concern for the Christian 
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We demolish arguments and every pretension that 
sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we 
take captive every thought to make it obedient to 
Christ.  

2 Corinthians 10:5 
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Shortcomings of Naturalism 
 
1) The belief that nature (matter, space, time, 

energy, and the laws that govern them) is all 
there is cannot be proven by science,  nor can 
the idea that science is the only means to 
knowledge.  These are a priori commitments 
made by naturalists.  
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We take the side of science in spite of the patent 
absurdity of some of its constructs, in spite of its 
failure to fulfill many of its extravagant promises of 
health and life, in spite of the tolerance of the 
scientific community for unsubstantiated just-so 
stories, because we have a priori commitment, a 
commitment to materialism. It is not that the 
methods and institutions of science somehow 
compel us to accept a material explanation of the 
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phenomenal world, but, on the contrary, that we 
are forced by our a priori adherence to material 
causes to create an apparatus of investigation and a 
set of concepts that produce material explanations, 
no matter how counter-intuitive, no matter how 
mystifying to the uninitiated. Moreover, that 
materialism is absolute, for we cannot allow a 
Divine Foot in the door.  

Richard Lewontin 
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I’ve proven it!  There is no oil here 
because my super-duper metal 

detector can’t find any! 
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“I believe the universe is governed 
by the laws of science…The laws 
may have been decreed by God, 
but God does not intervene to 
break the laws.”  
 

Stephen Hawking  
 



NATURALISM 

Shortcomings of Naturalism 
 
2) Naturalism says science is the source of 

knowledge, but the scientific community has 
never been able to clearly decide what is 
considered science and what is not science. 
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Shortcomings of Naturalism 
 
3) Naturalism suggests that humans can “stand 

outside” of nature and observe it rationally.  But 
if all things are accidental evolutionary events, 
then who is to say that the logic that we have 
today is not a passing evolutionary perspective 
that ultimately has no basis in reality?  
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“If the solar system was brought about by an 
accidental collision, then the appearance of organic 
life on this planet was also an accident, and the 
whole evolution of Man was an accident too. If so, 
then all our present thoughts are mere accidents… 
And this holds for the thoughts of the materialists 
and astronomers as well as for anyone else’s... 
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…But if their thoughts — i.e., of Materialism and 
Astronomy — are merely accidental by-products, 
why should we believe them to be true? I see no 
reason for believing that one accident should be 
able to give me a correct account of all the other 
accidents.” 

C.S. Lewis 
 God in the Dock 
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Shortcomings of Naturalism 
 
4) Naturalism requires that we consider certain 

rational conclusions (such as freewill and 
design) to be illusions. 
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“[Evolution] will generate complexity, diversity, beauty, and 
an illusion of design so persuasive that it is almost 
impossible to distinguish from deliberate intelligent design.” 

Richard Dawkins 
“The Power of Darwinism” 

 

“Biologists must constantly keep in mind that what they see 
was not designed, but rather evolved.” 

Frances Crick 
What Mad Pursuit 
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“We all feel like we have free will.  Deeply understanding 
that free will is a myth and illusion need not strip you of that 
comfy, inborn, blissful feeling of being a “me,” having a 
sense of self that separates you from others.  But it is 
possible to let go of fantasy and, at the same time, enjoy the 
feeling.  Why not savor the evolved feeling of free will as you 
would a performance of magicians such as Houdini, James 
Randi, Penn and Teller, and David Copperfield?”  

Cris Evat 
The Myth of Free Will 
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Shortcomings of Naturalism 
 

5) There are many things that average naturalists 
take to be true even though they don’t have 
scientific proof for them. In fact, if naturalists 
are consistent with their stated beliefs they 
must conclude that there is no such thing as 
beauty and love.   

 



Contact 
1998 
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Shortcomings of Naturalism 
 
6) Naturalism has too high a view of the answers that 

science can give us.  Over and over again science 
corrects its findings.  The naturalist might say that 
this is the beauty of science (and it is), but how am I 
to know when science has found truth that I should 
believe in?  All I can do is believe what science says 
in one season of time. 
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Shortcomings of Naturalism 
 
7) Naturalism says religion stifles scientific pursuit 

and thus gets in the way of knowledge.  But 
naturalism itself can thwart the pursuit of 
knowledge because of its a priori exclusion of 
certain possibilities. 
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“The introns within genes and the long stretches of 
intergenic DNA between genes...were immediately 
assumed to be evolutionary junk” and “long ago written off 
as irrelevant because they yield no proteins.” But “that 
assumption was too hasty” and “the failure to recognize the 
importance of introns ‘may well go down as one of the 
biggest mistakes in the history of molecular biology.’” 
  

Scientific American 
November 2003 
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Shortcomings of Naturalism 
 
8) Naturalists are often very purposeful in fighting 

for naturalism as if it is the end that humanity 
must embrace.  This seems a little odd 
considering that ultimately naturalism says that 
there is no end or purpose to which the universe 
and all living things are moving. 
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“Scientists animated by the purpose of proving that 
they are purposeless constitute an interesting 
subject for study.” 

Alfred North Whitehead 
The Function of Reason 
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Shortcomings of Naturalism 
 
9) Naturalists says that science is the only source 

of real knowledge, but personal knowledge of 
the experience of pain, sight, taste, touch, and 
smell is not something that is gained through 
science, yet it is real knowledge. 

 


